2 MORPHOPHONEMICS AND INTRODUCTION TO THE GRAMMAR 

Morphophonemics 

The long and short syllable occurrences in the Bandjalang dialects are of consider- 
able interest. Some affixes lengthen the last vowel of a stem or affixed stem to which 
they are suffixed, but contiguous long syllables are avoided. Some vowel and consonant 
harmony occurs. 

In most cases a long syllable nucleus of the same vowel quaUty results from the 
addition of length to a short syllable nucleus, and loss of length from a syllable nucleus 
results in a short syllable nucleus of the same quality, i.e. 

/V:/ = /V/ + /:/ 

/V/ = /V:/ - /:/ 
However in most cases where a short syllable nucleus /i/ is present in a basic form, and 
length is added by affixation or by making a double word, the long syllable nucleus 
/e:/ results. Only one lengthening suffix changes /i/ to /i:/. The simplest way to state 
this is to redefine the one affix that converts /i/ to /i:/ as addition of /i/ rather than /;/. 
So to the general rules may be added: 

/e:/ = /i/ + /:/ 

/i:/ = /i/ + /i/ 

gaban gaba :n = gaban -|- reduplication 

light scrub rain forest diminutive 

djaliya: = dja + -h + -ya: 

to eat eat cont inf 

yaru:lela; = yarn :le :1a = yam: + -H + -:1a 

swimming swim cont pres 

djale:la = dja + -U + -:1a 

eating eat cont pres 
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djali:gi = dja + -U + -i + -gi 

to eat eat cont desid purp^ 

Contiguous long syllables are avoided in the language in almost all cases. When 
consecutive syllables with long nuclei would occur, the even syllables, numbering 
from the first long syllable, are shortened. ^^ 

gur)ga: = gur) + -Xa: (/X/ is a morphophoneme) 

in the water water loc 

buyu:la = buyu:l + -Xa: 

in the mountains moimtain loc 

nuijanjgu: = nuqanj + -gu: 

for food food purp 

diali:gu = dja + -li + -i + -gu; 

to eat eat cont desid purp 

yange:n = yana + -:n 

went go past 

yaingen == ya:na + -:n 

sat sit past 

These rules are sufficient for noun suffixes, but there are additional rules for verbs. 
As no double length syllable nuclei occur in the language, length plus length 
is replaced by length, i.e., 

/:/ = /:/ + /:/ 

dja: = dja + -: 

eat! eat imp 

nja: = nja: + -: 

look! see imp 

Similarly as no geminate consonants occur, consonant plus same consonant is replaced 
by one consonant, i.e., where C^ stands for the same consonant throughout, 

/Ci/ = /Q/ + /C,/ 
The only time this rule is invoked is when the causative suffix is affixed to nouns or 
adjectives. 

gulgunmale:la = gulgun + -ma -(- -li + -:1a 
talking word caus cont pres 

daramale:Ia = daram + -ma -|- -h -|- -:1a 
drying dry caus cont pres 

The past tense marker -:n has two allomorphs, -:« and -ni. The first allomorph 
occurs on a verb stem or affix ending in /i/, and lengthens the vowel unless this would 
cause contiguous long syllables (bu:ye:n "tired" appears to be an exception). Some 
irregular common verbs add a /g/ to the stem for simple present (not continuous) and 
past and foUow this pattern, see part 4. 

minidje:n = minjdji -f -:n 

laughed laugh past 

Added to a simple stem of other verbs the morpheme takes the form -ni. Most verb 
stems end in /a/ or /i/; other endings include /a:/ and /u:/ but are rare. 

bugani — buga -|- -:n 

built build past 
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If affixation of the present tense marker - -.la would cauge contiguous long syllables, 
the length shifts, making the affix of the form -la:. 

djaleila = dja + -li + -:1a 

eating eat cont pres 

nja:lila: = nja: + -li + -:1a 

seeing see cont pres 

gaye:la ^ gayi + -:1a 

swims swim pres 

bu:yila: = bu:y + -i + -:1a 

tires breath vbr pres 

In verb stems ending in /Ca/ following an open syllable with a high vowel (/i/ or 
/u/) the stem final /a/ is realised as /i/ preceding -li "continuous". No change occurs 
after a closed syllable. (Another example of vowel harmonj- is mentioned in part 6 
under interrogatives.) 



bumani 


= buma + -:n 


fought 


fight past 


bumile:la 


^ buma -|- -li -| — :1a 


fighting 


fight cont pres 


yii]ani 
bit 


= yiqa + -:n 
bite past 


yir]ile:la 
biting 


= yiqa + -li -|- -:1a 
bite cont pres 


gulbale:la 
hiding 


= gulba -f -h -f -:1a 
hide cont pres 



There are two sets of case marking suffixes exhibiting morphophonemic change. 
A member of one set is of the form -XV:, and a member of the other set is of the 
form -NV{:). The raorphophonemes /X/ and /N/ are realised differently according 
as they follow a nasal, vowel or resonant. I'^ollowing a nasal, /X/ is realised as /D/, 
where /D/ symbolises a stop homorganic with the nasal. 



after a nasal 
after a vowel 
after a resonant 



-XV: 
-DV: 
-yV: 
-V: 



-NV(:) 
-V(:) 
-.]V(:) 
-V(:) 



The two sets of case marking suffixes are : 

-Xu: subjective case -Ni 

-Xu: instrumental case -Na: 

-Xa: locative case -Na: 

-Xi: locative ])ast case 



objective case 
possessive case 
accusative case 
(motion towards) 



Introduction to the grammar 

Yugumbir, like the other Bandjalang dialects, is a .suffixing language. Verb roots 
and suffixes (both verbal and nominal suffixes) constitute classes of morphemes which 
cannot occur in isolation as complete utterances. Above these levels five independent 
levels in the hierarchy can be distinguished, any of which can constitute complete 
independent utterances. These five levels are the word, double word, phrase, indepen- 
dent clause, and sentence. 
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There is considerable freedom of order of items in the phrase and of nuclear 
tagmemes in the clause. Case affixation of nouns etc. is to a large extent optional, 
though verbs always show affixation. Culham showed a strong preference for as few 
words and little affixation as was consistent with making the meaning clear. Clues to 
meaning from situational and verbal contexts were expected to be used. 

In contrast with Bandjalang and Gibadal, Yugumbir does not appear to distin- 
guish present from future tense by verb affixation. Inflection of adjectives for gender 
was known to exist in some Bandjalang dialects: no examples were found in the 
Yugumbir data, nor did A&L report it, so Yugumbir may have lacked it. 

Word classes are verb, negative, noun, numeral, adjective, demonstrative, pro- 
noun, time word, and interrogative. Nouns may be divided into two classes, animate 
and inanimate. There are hints that the animate class has two subclasses, human 
and nonhuman. 

Morpheme classes below the level of the word are verb root, verbal affixes 
(combinations of these convert verb roots and verbalised adjectives or nouns to verbs) , 
verbaUsing affixes (convert nouns, adjectives and interrogatives to verb roots) , and 
nominal affixes (suffixed to nouns, pronouns, demonstratives and interrogatives to 
show case) . 

3 CLAUSE TYPES 

Independent clauses are of two major types, verbal and equational. The equa- 
tional clause may take the same form as an uninflected noun phrase, or may resemble 
a tenseless intransitive clause. The verbal clause usually contains a verb inflected for 
tense (which clearly distinguishes it from an equational clause), or an adjective which 
may take verbal affixes (though these may be absent). An intransitive clause may 
lack a verb if location tagmeme is present : a transitive clause may lack a verb provided 
the object tagmeme is present. 

The most important clue to the existence of an independent verbal clause has 
been the presence of a verb inflected for tense. However all clauses in the data either 
with a noun marked for object case or with both subject and object tagmemes ha\'c 
been considered to be verbal. In some cases the presence of one of these features has 
been the deciding criterion in classification rather than the presence of tense inflection. 

Independent clauses may occur alone, but dependent clauses cannot. A dependent 
clause may fill the location tagmeme of an independent clause. Dependent clauses are 
always verbal and the verb is distinguished by the absence of tense inflection and the 
presence of one of a sijbset of affixes. 

trans vbl r)aw bumani guru:mani 

I-sUbj hit-past kangaroo-obj 

"I killed the kangaroo." 
trans vbl gur\i:man du:yini djabu:r)i 

w/ adj karigaroo fear boy-obj 

"The kangaroo is frightened of the boy." 
intrans igaw yanbale:la townmir 

vbl I-subj go-cont-pres town-acc, 

"I arn going to town." 
eqnl maimali djabu: gamay 

tiat boy big 

"Thcit boy is big." 
eqnl dulgial 

dirty 

"It iis dirty." 
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Nuclear and peripheral tagmemes 

Distinction is being made here between nuclear and peripheral tagmemes. 
Subject-verb for intransitive clauses and subject-verb-object-instrument for transitive 
clauses are classified as nuclear, and the other tagmemes as peripheral. Tagmemes 
may occur in various orderings. However nuclear tagmemes (those expressed) remain 
in a group; other tagmemes cannot be inserted between any two of them.^^ 

The peripheral clause level tagmemes are location and time, location cilso occur- 
ring in equational clauses. Nouns marked for various cases or dependent clauses 
manifest the location tagmames; a special class of words and phrases manifest the 
time tagmeme. With one exception in an interrogative clause, location always follows 
the nucleus; time may precede or follow it. In a sample of nine clauses the following 
three orderings occurred: 

T Nuc L qulurjmay yanbale:la rjaw townmir 

soon go-cont-pres I-subj town-accg 
"I am going to town soon." 

Nuc L T yanbale:la rjaw towngu: rjuluqmay 

go-cont-pres I-subj town-purp soon 

"I am going to town soon." 

Nuc T L yanbale:la qaw rjubu towngu: 

go-cont-pres I-subj tomorrow town-purp 
"I am going to town tomorrow." 

The time tagmeme is filled by a time word or phrase. In one case the word 
yalgan "sun" (a noun) with what appeared to be the locative past tense marker -Xi: 
filled this slot. It was noted that several times words ended in -bu (which suffix also 
occurred on the numeral "two" but without apparently changing the meaning). All 
examples of time phrases are listed. 

r)ubu "one day off (tomorrow, yesterday)" 

quluqmay "soon" 

gurubu "a long time ago" 

ba:y gala:y "today"(?) [gala:y could be the demonstrative "this" subj case) 

yalgandi: "today", "in the daytime" 

walbula:bu yalgandi: bula:bu qandigi: "two days ago"(?) 

Classified as location tagmemes are several semantically dissimilar tagmas, these 
being noun phrases indicating location, purpose, comparison, etc., and dependent 
clauses." 

Noun phrases filling location tagmeme are minimal, consisting of the head word 
only, a noim or pronoun inflected for case. The suffixes marking this tagmeme are the 
case marking suffixes Usted in part 5, omitting the first four. The suffix for accusative 
case (motion towards) seems optional.i^ 

mibinj ya:ngala: Woodenbongga : 
man sit-pres Woodenbong-loc 

"There is a man living in Woodenbong." 
gamay gudja djaUya: 

big honey tree-loc 

"There is plenty of honey in the tree." 

qaw yaru:len guqgi: barundi: 

I-subj swim-cont-past water-loc.past creek-loc.past 
"I was swimming in the creek." 
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r]aw yanga:la rjubu Sydneyr)a:/Brisbaiia: 

I-subj go-pres tomorrow Sydney-acc/Brisbane-acc 
"I am going to bydney/Brisbane tomorrow." 

gawuri njula mulimir 

run-potl he hill- ace 

"He will rim up the ridge." 

qayu r)alawale:la nur|atijgu: 

I-subj hunt-cont-pres food-purp 
"I am hunting for tucker." 

wa:lu guyba; nurjanj dja'.djamgu: 

you-subj cook-imp food child-purp 

"Cook the food for the children." 

galgani djali djabu:3ru mibinjgaya 

cut-past tree boy-subj man-benef 

"The boy cut the tree for the man." 

jTigambe: yange:n niulabaya(n) 
neg go-past he-accomp 

"He didn't go with me." (or "I didn't go with him."?) 

ijayu du;yinj dirinjbarnji 

I-subj fear snake-advs 

"I am afraid of the snake." 
guru:man gamagay qagambainji 
kangaroo big dog-advs 

"The kangaroo is bigger than the dog." 

guru:man duijanjein djabu:bar 
kangaroo fear-t-past boy-advs 
"The kangaroo was afraid of the boy." 

gura:r mamali djalganjdjin mumu: 
long that woman-comp short 

"That man is taller than the woman." 

Dependent clauses 

Clauses classed as dependent are clauses containing verbs with either the infinitive 
suffix -ya : or the desiderative -i (other affixes may be, and with -i always are, present 
— see under Nominalising Suffixes, part 4). Such clauses follow the independent clause 
they depend on and are considered part of that independent clause, as are other 
location tagmemes. No dependent equational clauses occur, though this may be 
imposed by the description rather than inherent. In most cases the dependent clause 
consists of a verb phrase only (i.e. optional negative followed by verb). However some 
examples (with verb with infinitive suffix only) also show the following tagmemes 
expressed in the dependent clause, all but one being nuclear : 

a) subject, following an independent equational clause 

b) object, following an independent intransitive clause (except with the verb 
"eat" where object is omitted) 

c) object, following an independent transitive clause with a different object 

d) instrument of both independent and dependent transitive clauses. 

The following also occurred: 

e) a locative case tagmeme belonging to either the independent intransitive 
clause or a depehdent transitive one 
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f) the dependent verb apparently inserted in the middle of a noun phrase 

g) object of both clauses following a dependent verb (this may have been in- 
fluenced by English structure). 

Examples below illustrate the above points. 

a) daram rjanja: djalanj djaU:gi qaw 

dry I-poss throat eat-cont-desid-purpg I-subj 

"My throat is dry and I want a drink." 
b), e) qaw yanga.la nja:ya djimbaram qanja: guganda: 

I-subj go-pres see-inf friend I-poss overthere- 

loc 
"I am going to see my friend over there." 
c) mibinjdju: giye:ni djabu.rji galgaya: djali 

man-subj tell-past boy-obj cut-inf tree 

"The man told the boy to cut the tree." 

c) waymani qaw qagami yugambe: yiqiliya: 
speak-past I-subj dog-obj neg bite-cont-inf 

mibinji djalganji dja:djami 
man-obj woman-obj child-obj 
"I told that dog not to bite any man, woman or child." 

d) dalbcini njula nabaya: djaliyu 
throw-past he hit-inf tree-inst 

"He threw the stick to hit (it)." 

f) r|ayu djambamani djali galgaya: djangam 
I-subj try-past tree cut-inf hard 

"I tried to cut the tree but it was too hard." 

g) qayu djambamani galgaya: djali 
I-subj try-past cut-inf tree 

"I tried to cut the tree." 

qanja: mu:r) gabir djali :gi 

I-poss stomach himgry eat-cont-desid-purpj 
"My stomach is empty and I want to eat." 
r) aw yange : n workmaliya : gu 

I-subj go-past work-caus-cont-inf-purp 
"I am going to work." 

ya : nga waymaliy a : 

sit-imp talk-cont-inf 
"Sit down and talk." 
djalganjdju: guyba:la nuqanj djali :gu 

woman-subj cook-pres food eat-cont-desid-purp 
"The woman is cooking food to eat." 

mali djabu: dalbani de:yu nabaya: 

that boy throw-past stone hit-inf 

"That boy threw a stone to hit it." 

Verbal clauses 

As mentioned above, verbal clauses fall into two main divisions, transitive and 
intransitive. The transitive clause has an optional object tagmeme, and less frequently 
an optional instrument tagmeme: the intransitive clause has neither. The verb 
tagmeme may be omitted in an intransitive clause if certain locative tagmemes are 
present. It may also be omitted in the transitive clause if the object is present. In the 
presence of the verb, all other clause level tagmemes, including the subject, are 
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optional for both clauses. For both types of clause, the positing of nuclear and peri- 
pheral tagmemes is consistent with the corpus. For the intransitive clause the nuclear 
tagmemes are subject and verb, and for the transitive clause they are subject, verb, 
object, and instrument. For both clause types the peripheral tagmemes are location 
and time.i* 

In the intransitive clause the nucleus is made up of an optional subject and an 
obligatory verb, in either order. 

Nuc = ± S + V 
The subject carries no case marking affixes. The verb is occasionally omitted in the 
presence of a location tagmeme. 

yanbale:la (r)aw) / rjaw yanbaleila 

go-cont-pres (I-subj) 
"1 am going." 

qaw yanbale:la workmahya:gu 

I-subj go-cont-pres work-caus-cont-inf-purp 
"I am going to work." 

rjaw yangein buyu:la qubu 

I-subj go-past mountain-acc yesterday 
"I went to the mountains yesterday." 

qaw townmir 
I-subj town-acc 
"I am going to town." 

In the transitive clause the nucleus is made up as shown in the equation : 
Nuc = :hS -f (±ViO)±I 
i.e., the nucleus has an optional subject and instrument, and an optional verb and 
object, except that one of the two, verb and object, is obUgatory. If the instrument 
is absent the tagmemes S, V and O can take any order ; though SVO is mostly used, 
VSO about half as frequently, and other combinations rarely. The combination OVS 
appears to require the object case affix to be present, no doubt to avoid ambiguity 
with the common SVO ordering. 

Suffixes for subjective case on the subject noun, and for objective case on the 
object noun are otherwise optional, though suffixes for instrumental case are obhga- 
tory. First and second person singular pronouns obhgatorily show case. 

When the instrument and object are both present, S and V are always contiguous 
and preceding O and I : permutations SVIO, VSIO and VSOI occur, but not SVOI. 
But as the arrangements IV, ISV and IVS occur in the absence of the object, the 
apparent restriction in ordering when all four are present may be fortuitous. 

qaw bumani bilaru: guru:mani 

I-subj hit-past spear-inst kangaroo-obj 
"I killed the kangaroo with a spear." 

bugani qaw yiidjaqgu: rjumbinj rjanja: 

build-past I-§ubj grass-inst house I-poss 
"I built my house of grass." 

n\i:yu nja:la / nja:lami:yu 
eye-inst see-pres 
"They are staring at us." 

djyiyu: dalbani njula 
trcie-inst hit-past he 

"He; hit it with a stick." 
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gundulu: bandja:la qanja: r|umbinj| 

bark-inst cover-pres I-poss house 

"I rooi my house with bark." 

nabani djaliyu: nur)anjbil 

hit-past tree-inst bird 

"The stick hit the bird." / "He hit the bird with a stick." 

The following are examples with bsth pefipheral tapneines present." 

TSVOL r)ulur|may djabu:yu galgale:la djali mibinjgaya 

soon boy-subj cut-cont-pres tree man-benef 

"The boy will soon cut the tree for the man." 

SVOLT r)aw bumani guru:mani buyu:la r)ubu 

I-subj hit-pas;t kangaroo-obj moimtain-loc yesterday 
"Yesterday I killed tlm kangaroo in the mountains." 

SVOLT djalganj guyba:la nuqanj dia:djamgu: quluqmay 

woman cook-pres tor,^ child-purp soon 

"The woman will soon cook food lr>r the children." 

Equational clauses 

In many languages an equational clause consists of a topic and a comment. 
However many equational clauses in Yugumbir have present in them the same classes 
of words in the same arrangement as is permissible in one type of noun phrase. Neither 
the word ordering nor the translations give any consistent clue as to which is the topic 
and which is the comment. 

Other equational clauses can be analysed as binary structures (topic-comment), 
showing a pronoim plus noun or adjective, or a location tagmeme with or without 
another uninflected noun phrase. The form with pronoun and adjective resemble a 
simple intransitive clause in that some of the adjectives have potential for verbal 
inflection. 

r|u:n qaw cf r|u:nga:la 

hot I-subj hot-prog-pres 

"I'm hot." "summer" 

As the verb is sometimes absent from an intransitive clause, an equational clause 
with location tagmeme present could also be classified as an intransitive clause, 
buramba: cf burambi: dja:nala: 

back-loc back-loc.past stand-pres 

"It's at the back." "It's at the back." 

The equational clause has therefore been defined as consisting of an optional 
negative (yugambe:), followed by either an uninflected noun phrase, or a noun phrase 
plus location tagmeme, or a noun phrase (usually a pronoun) plus another noun 
phrase (usually an adjective or noun). Except that the negative always comes first, 
order is free. 

Norm phrase type : 

yugambe : i] an j a : 
neg I-poss 

"It's not mine." 

gamagay djali mamali 

big tree that 

"That's a big tree." 
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wuqa mamali djalganj 
you-poss that girl 

"That's your daughter." 

Noun phrase plus location tagmeme type ; 

gamay gudja djaliya: 
big honey tree-loc 

"There's lots of honey in that tree." 

buyu:la gaban 

mountain-loc big scrub 
"There is thick scrub in the mountains." 

gugunda: 

top-loc 
"It's on top." 

gura:r mamali djalganidjin mumu: 
long that girl-comp short 

"That boy is taller than the girl." 

Noun phrase plus noun phrase type : 



r|u;n 


r]aw 




hot 


I-subi 




"I'm hot." 




qaw 


djagu:l 




I-,subj 


stranger 




"I'm a stranger." 




gagaU 


qaw 




this 


I-subj 




"I'm here 


" 




Note also : 






mamali 


njula 


bugal 


that 


he 


good 


"He is an 


expert." 





Like verbal clauses, equational clauses may also have dependent verbal clauses. 



4 VERB PHRASES 

The verb phrase may be expressed formulaically as follows: 
V = ± neg + (± adj + v) 
i.e., it consists of an optional negative followed by an optional adjective and an 
obUgatory verb (these latter two may occur in reverse order).** 

Most of the adjectives shown in verb phrases of this tjrpe can also be inflected 
for tense. However when an inflected adjective and a verb occur, they are usually 
separated by another tagmeme. When they occur contiguously the second verb is 
dependent. Therefore each inflected form, whether adjective or verb, is taken as 
representing a new clause. Imperative tense verbs are negatived with the imperative 
negative wuna:, and no adjectival modifiers were found in such cases: other verb 
phrases have the negative vugambe:. The adjective modifier can precede or follow 
the verb. 
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wamgi :n] yanga : 
come go-imp 

"Come here." 

gura:r yangein 
long go-past 
"He went a long way." 

yanga : la wamgi : n j 
go-pres come 

"He is coming." 

yugambe: wuginj yanga :1a dalbay 
neg quick go-pres slow 

"He walks slowty." 

jmgambe : y ange : n 
neg go-past 

"He didn't go." 

A verb consists of a .suitably affixed verb root, verbalised adjective or verbalised 
noun. The verb in an independent clause always shows affixation for tense, whereas 
the verb in a dependent clause shows affixes described as nominalising affixes. 

The verbal affixes 

As well as one affix which seems to be variable in position, three other affix orders 
need to be postulated for both the dependent and independent verbs. Only the second 
order in both types is obligatory, and certain co-occurrence restrictions exist between 
members of this order and the optional first and third order sulfixes.i^ Table 3 shows 
the verbal suffixes. 

TABLE 3 
Verbal suffixes 



indep clause 


order unassigncd -wa 


indep clause 


1st order 2nd order 3rd order 

li -:1a -n 

-:n 

(-■:nj) 


dep clause 


-li -ya; -gu: 
-i -gi 



Only one unambiguous example of -wa occurs. It is tentatively called "defini- 
tive".^' The last two examples below may have this suffix. 

rjali djaliwa: 

we eat-cont-def-imp 
"Let's eat." 

qalawaleila guru:mangu: 
hunt-cont-pres kangaroo-purp 
"He is hunting for kangaroo." 

ga : giwa : la yalgan 

set-pres sun 
"The sun is setting." 
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"Continuous aspect", -li, may occur with -da "present tense", -:w "past tense", 
-ya: "infinitive", and always occurs with -i "desiderative". It also occurs with -wa, 
see above. 

Three tense markers are well attested, and a fourth is illustrated with two 
examples. 

-:la "present" or "non-past tense". It may follow -li. 
"past tense". ^1 It may follow -li. 

"imperative". It cannot follow -li, so that the imperative tense is the 
shortest form of the verb. But the example of -wa above indicates -wa 
can precede it. 
-:nj occurs twice. Its meaning is uncertain. ^^ 

A suffix -n was obtained following - .la in several instances in independent clauses, 
but no meaning difference appears to correlate with it. Some cases of this may be 
occurrences of the past tense marker - :«, or the posited suffix almost homophonous 
with it.2i 

rjaw ganqailan 

I-subj hear-pres-» 
"I know." 

yina:lan qagam 
lie-pres-M dog 

"The dog is lying down." 

guginjma:la gulgunma:lan 
quick-caus-pres word-caus-pres-» 
"He talks quickly." 

There are two suffixes described as nominahsing suffixes, so caUed because the 
nominal suffix for purposive case may follow them. 

-ya : "infinitive". Can be affixed to the verb root or may follow -li. It is option- 
ally followed by -gu: (in the form /gu/) "purposive". 
-i "desiderative". Only occurs following -li, and after it the occurrence of 

-gu: or -gi is obligatory. Hence alternative analyses would be possible, 
e.g. the form /li:/ could be regarded as one suffix, the desiderative, follow- 
ing the verb root. 
Two suffixes may foUowthese nominalising suffixes, one identical with the nominal 
suffix for purposive, and the other differing from it in form but not apparently in 
meaning. 

-gu: "purposive case". Also used on norms. 

-gi "purposive case", not used on nouns. Apparently has the same meaning 

as -gu:. The citation form may be -gi: (see under interrogatives) . 
A few examples of verbs with a potential sense occurred, the forms being similar 
to the imperative.^* 

djaidjam mira: 

child hide-potl(?) 
"The children might hide it." 

ga:r)i 
_get-potl(?) 
"They might get it." 

gawuri njula mulimir 

run-potl(?) he hill-acc2 
"He will run up the ridge." 
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The following example shows anothei affix on nja: "see" and an unexplained 
form on dw.yinj "fear" (an adjective or noun). 

du:yinjdja: guruiman rjanji: nja:na 
fear-(?) kangaroo I-obj see-(?) 
"The kangaroo is afraid because he sees me." 
In two cases, when eliciting the imperative, a form mana- (or muna-) appeared 
to be prefixed to the imperative tense verb following the imperative negative.^* One 
example is given. 

wuna: managuyba: 

neg-imp wawa-cook-imp 
"Don't cook it." 
Certain verbs, notably yana "go" and va:Ma "sit" are irregular, the following 
forms being found : 

"go" yanga before -:la, -:n, and sometimes before -:. 

yanha before -li (only the present tense obtained). 
"sit" ya-.nga before --.la, -:«, and sometimes before -:. 
Jiefore -:n, simple past tense, a further change occurs. The /ga/ behaves morpho- 
phonemicaUy as though it were /gi/. The verbalising suffix -ga behaves similarly (see 
below). 

yana:/yanga:/yange "go!" ya:na/ya:nga "sit!" 

yange:n "went" ya:ngen "sat" 

yanga:la "goes" ya:ngala: "sits" 

yanbale:la "is going" 



V erbalising affixes 

Some of the adjectives in the data took various verbalising affixes converting 
them to verb roots, which could then take normal verb affixation. Some nouns also 
could take verbalising affixes. Other unanalysed affixes which appeared to have verbal 
sense could be added to adjectives, but these did not take the tense affixes. Table 4 
shows these verbalising suihxes. 





TABLE 4 




Verbalising suffixes 






1st order 


2nd order 


tense affixes may be 




-ma 


suffixed 


-aq 


-ba 
-ga 




-in 


-gira 
-i 


tense affixes are not 




-gal (-ga :!(?)) 


suffiixed 1 


-ginj 






-gu 






-dja:(gan) 






-bay 






-aga 



Suffix -ma could be assigned the meaning causative, and may be suffixed to 
nouns also.^' 

Only the combinations -aphay, -ar/ga, inga and -ingira have been found involving 
he first order suffixes. 
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Verbs with -ga and -ba behave as do the irergular verbs yana "go" and ya.na 
"sit", i.e. the forms -baleila for present continuous, -ga:la for present, and -ge:n for 
past tense have been found, but not others. 

Suffix -i is postulated as occurring on the roots du -.yinj "fear" and bu :y "breath". 

Affixes and roots they may occur with are listed below. Many verb roots listed 
as ending in -ma, -ba and -ga may also belong in these hsts. 



-ma 


daram 


"dry" (adj) 




dju:m 


"smoke" (n) 




w/guginj 


"quick" (adj) (also w/ -i) 




gulgun 


"word" (n) 




work 


"work" (n) 


-ba/bay 


djibag 


"spit" 


-arjbay 


wamgi ;nj 


"come" (also w/ -ar;ga, -ai 


-ga 


r)u:n 


"hot" (adj) 


-ai]ga 


bulgal 


(?) 




budjar 


"love" 




bu:y 


"breath" (also w/ -inga, -i 




dulgal 


"dirty" (adj) 




ginjilgay 


"cough" 




giri:nj 


"tired" 




r]andir 


"dark" (adj) 




wamgi :nj 


"come" 




warii] 


"cold" (also w/ -gal, -gu, -^ 


-inga 


bu:y 


"breath" 


-gira 


guwarj 


"rain" 


-ingira 


gabir 


"hungry" (adj) 


-i 


bu:y 


"breath" 




du :yinj 


"fear" (also w/ -dja:(gan)) 




w/guginj 


"quick" 


-ginj 


gura:r 


"long" (adj) 




warir) 


"cold" (adj) 


Examples : 






r)u:nga:la 




"It's hot weather." 


r)andirar)ga:la 


"It's getting dark." 


waririginj 




"It's cold." 


djibagbale 


:1a 


"(He) is spitting." 


gabiringiraila 


"hungry" 



■ginj) 



5 NOUN PHRASES 

As stated earUer, the equational clause may take the form of an uninflected noun 
phrase. Most noun phrases may be expressed formulaically as follows : 

N = +prc 

N = + (± adj ± poss ± {± dem ± n)c 

N = + num ±_ n 
i.e. a noun phrase may consist of a pronoun (usually marked for case), or of an 
optional adjective, optional possessive (noun or pronoun inflected for possessive case), 
optional demonstrative (which must agree with the noun in case inflection or lack of 
it) and optional noun as head, or of a numeral plus optional noun. Except in the third 
type, order of these items appears completely free. No more than three of the possible 
four items in the second type co-occur in any one phrase. The word "numeral" is 
used here to cover various quantifiers, including the numbers yaburu "one" and 
brda: "two". 
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First type 



Second type 



Third type 



gamay 
big 



rianji: 

I-obj 

"me" 

guru :mani 

kangaroo-obj 

"kangaroo" 

mamali djabu: 

that boy 

"that big boy" 

qanja./djagulqa: qumbinj 

I-poss/stranger-poss house 

"my/a stremger's house" 

bula: djalganj 
two girl 

"two girls" 

djabu: 
boy 



mama :nj 
plural 

"boys" 

djindi:n 
many 



djunbar 

fly 



"a lot of flies" 

gaba guru :mani 
another kangaroo-obj 
"another kangaroo" 

The adjectives "big" and "small" have variant forms, which may point to some 
inflection. They are gamay and gamagay for "big", and hidjai] and hidjapgalap for 
small. The data contained the form mulgalap for "short" : A&L hst mul. 



Nominal affixes 

Nominal af&xes are of two kinds, case marking and non-case marking. The latter 
include the feminine, plural, "type" and negative suffixes, and some other suffixes 
which appear to be fossihsed in a few words. Evidence, though limited, suggests at 
least two orders of suffixes, of which the case marking suffixes are the second order 
(outer). Nouns can be divided into animate and inanimate classes : only animate nouns 
may take the objective case suffix. A further subdivision may exist between human 
animate and nonhuman animate nouns : only human nouns were found with possessive 
case suffixes, and the only example of an adversative case suffix on a human noun 
differed in form from that on a nonhuman animate noun. 

Case marking affixes are listed below with their meanings and distributions. 
Two pairs of affixes are homophonous. They are subjective and instrumental cases, 
and possessive and accusative cases. Each pair can be separated on the basis of 
distribution and meaning. Subjective case suffix is optional, instrumental obligatory; 
subject and instrument tagmemes appear to differ in distribution in the clause. 
Possessive case occurs on an attributive noim in a noun phrase and appears obligatory : 
accusative case occurs optionally on the head noun in a location tagmeme. 

-Xu : subjective (opt, on anim nouns in tr els) 

-Xu : instrumental (on inan nouns in trans els) 

-Ni objective (opt, on anim nouns in tr els) 

-Na : possessive (examples on human nouns only) 
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-Xa : locative (inan nouns only) 

-Xi : locative past (inan nouns only) 

-Na: accusative (opt, inan only) (motion towards) 

-mir accusativcg (inan only) (motion towards) 

-gu : purposive 

-ga:(?) purposive (occurs twice on town, townga: "to town") 

-gaya benefactive (one example only, but corroborated by A&L) 

(or-ge:(?)) 

-baya(n) accompanitive (one example only, on a pronoun, but agrees with 

(or-be:(n)) A&h's -baya) 

-ba:nji~ adversative, once as comparative {-ba:nji on nonhuman anim, -bar 

-bar on djabu: "boy") 

-djin comparative (might be -Xin, as the only examples are after /nj/) 

-ga:l ablative (only occurrence is on the interrogative winjdji "where") 

(motion from) 
The first three suffixes are used on head words in the clause level nuclear tagmemcs 
(S, O and I) and examples are shown below.^* The fourth is used on attributives to 
the head noun in a noun phrase and was illustrated above. The other affixes occur 
on head words in location tagmeme, and examples were given in chapter 3. 
djabu :yu bumani bilaru: guruimani buyu:la 

boy-subj kill-past spear-inst kangaroo-obj mountain-loc 
"The boy killed the kangaroo with a spear in the mountains." 

nja:la mi:yu 

see-pres eye-inst 
"They are staring at us." 

The most frequent of the other nominal suffixes are the pluraliser -waj? and the 
feminine -gan.^'' 

r)aw giye:ni njuburjgani i]ayu 

I-subj tell-past spouse-fem-obj I-subj 
"I told my wife." 

njulagana : riumbinj 

he-fem-poss house 

"That's her house." 

njula wula:la njulagani 
he give-pres he-fem-obj 
"He gave it to her." 

r)iri:mar)a: 

you.pl-pl-poss 

"That's yours." 

The pluraliser appears to have an alternative expression, the word mama:nj, classified 
above as a numeral. Mama:nj is placed before the noun, or may be used with an 
adjective. 

bidjarjgalai] mama:nj djabu: / bidjaqgalar) djabu :mar) 
little pi boy little boy-pl 

"The boys are little." 

mama:nj munjdja: 
pi naked 

"They've got no clothes on." 
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son 



Indications of another order of suffix preceding the first order are given by the 
following examples. The affix -djar may be associated with family relationship. 

njubuqdjar "husband, wife" 

niubur)gan/njubur)djargan "wife" 
muyu:mdjar 

Two other suffixes are -gali 
adjectives.^' 

gamaygaU 
big-type 
"a big person" 

r)adjar|gali 
grandfather-type 
"old man" 



'type" and -djam "negative",^* These can apply to 

mi:djam 

eye-neg 

"blind" 

bu:ydjam 

breath-neg 

"breathless" 



Pronouns 

Pronouns, like nouns, are inflected for case, though the affixation differs a little 
from noun affixation. The third person singular and plural pronouns occurred once 
with the subjective case suffix. In all other examples of these and other persons and 
numbers the same form was used for subject of both transitive and intransitive clauses 
(for first and second person singular pronouns this subject form incorporated a 
subjective t3^e ending). The objective case suffix seemed to have a long vowel when 
occurring on first and second person plural pronouns. Table 5 shows the first and 
second person singular pronouns for all cases found; Table 6 shows the base forms 
(subjective case) for all the pronouns. 

TABLE 5 
Ist and 2nd singular pronouns 



subj 


obj 


poss 


benef 


1st sg gayu 
2nd sg j wa:lu 


ganji: 
\va:nji 


ganja: 
wuga: 


gay a: 






TABLE 6 
Pronouns 


I'i 

gali 

giri:mag 
djanabag 
l:1u 












1st pers 
2nd pers 
3rd pers 
1st & 2nd 


gayii 
\\'a :Iu 
njula 

galiwa 





Culham often omitted the pronoun subject in a sentence, and in many utterances 
when first person subject would have been understood from the eliciting context, 
he used a form yaw. Mrs Weizel denied that this was a form of the first person singular 
pronoun, but from Culham's data it would appear to be so for subject.*" One example 
yflV« : , presumed to be beneficiary case, occurred with the first person singular pronoun, 
bidjaqgalar) mamali r)aya: 
little that I-benef 

"That's too small for me." 
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The third person singular pronoun when suffixed always reflects the base form 
njula, but when uninflected the form njula fluctuates freely with njtUe. This pronoun 
takes the feminine suffix -gan when referring to a woman, and the resultant njulagan 
may be inflected for case. 

njule wula:la njulagani 
he give-pres he-fem-obj 
"He gives it to her." 
The subjective case suffix occurs once on njula (njulayu, see example under Sentences 
in next chapter). The only excimple of the suffix -baya{n) in all the data is njulabaya(n), 
see part 3 under Peripheral Tagmemes. 

Subjective (f/ali) and objective [palipi:) are the only cases recorded for the 1st 
person plural pronoun. The compound form paliwadu was used once in the data for 
speaker and hearer included. Evidence does not indicate whether it is used for two 
people only or for a general inclusive. 

The third person plural pronoun was rather hard to obtain, as Culham preferred 
to omit it or to substitute a noun.'^ However subjective, objective and possessive 
cases were obtained for it and for the second person plural pronoun. 

Demonstratives 

Demonstratives occur in noun phrases, and there are three basic demonstratives, 
one for very close, one for reasonably close, and one for further off. These may re- 
duplicate the first syllable, but the meaning difference is not clear. In repetitions of 
the same sentence the reduphcation may appear or be dropped. When the demonstra- 
tive is attributive to a noun inflected for case in a noun phrase, the demonstrative is 
inflected for the same case : if the noun is not inflected, neither is the demonstrative. 
In uninflected form all demonstratives (reduplicated or not) show a fluctuation in final 
vowel between /i/ and /e/. When inflected the final syllable becomes lengthened and 
the vowel becomes /a/. The case inflections differ slightly from noun inflection, and 
Table 7 lists all forms obtained, omitting the vowel variation in the uninflected forms. 
The form gilay occurred in a time phrase ha:y gilay "today". An interesting example 
of combination of two demonstratives occurs in one examj^le, apparently with the 
meaning of "this one coming closer". 

gali mah minjar) 

this that what 

"What is that coming?" 







TABLE 7 
Demonstratives 






uninflected subjective 


objective 


"this" 
"this" 
"that" 


(close) 


gili gigila-.y 
gali/gagali gala :y 
mali/mamali mala:yu 


gala:ni 
mala:ni 



6 INTERROGATIVES, DOUBLE WORDS AND SENTENCES 

I nterrogatives 

Three interrogatives were well attested, and a further two doubtful cases were 
noted. The thrtg certain examples were : 
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yili/yile "where" 
winjdji "where" 
minjar) "what" 
Yili only occurred uninflected. 
yiU wa:lu 

where you-subj 
"Where are you?" 
yile (de:yu) 
where (stone) 
"Where is it/the stone?" 

Winjdji was inflected in all examples, with either purposive case (-gu: "to") or 
ablative case (-ga:l "from"), and in one case the base form leinjdja was implied. 



winjdjigu: njula yange:n cf 
where-purp he go-past 
"Where did he go?" 


winjdjagu: 
where-purp 


yange :n 
go-past 


winjdjiga:! wa:lu 
where-abl you-subj 
"Where do you come from?" 







Minja?;, uninflected, may take the place of a noun in an equational clause, and 
it may taJce the purposive suffixes (including -gi which elsewhere only occurs on verbs). 
With the verbalising connector -i, minjay may also act as a verb, and in this case there 
is vowel harmony, /a/ in the second syllable being replaced by /i/. 

minjar) mali / male minjaq 
what that 
"What is that?" 

minjar) wa:lu djaliigi 

what you-subj eat-cont-desid-purp, 
"What do you want to eat?" 

minjar)gu/minja:gu wa:lu galgani djali 

what-purp you-subj cut-past tree 

"Why did you cut the tree?" 

wamgiinj yange :n wa:lu minja'.gu 
come go-past you-subj what-purp 
"What did you come for?" 

minjigi: wa:lu 
what-purp2 you-subj 
"What do you want?" 

minjir]ile:la wa:lu 

what-j-cont-pres you-subj 
"What are you doing?" 

wa:lu rjubu minjir)ile:n 

you-subj yesterday what-J-cont-pres 
"What were you doing yesterday?" 

The last example above is the only exception the data provided to the ordering 
stated for peripheral tagmemes. Elsewhere peripheral tagmemes occurred before or 
after the nucleus, but here the time tagmeme is inserted between the subject and 
the verb. Note also that all non-interrogative location tagmemes occur clause finally. 
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whereas interrogative tagmemes may occur clause initially or (with minjar^) clause 
finally. 

The two doubtful cases of interrogative words occur in the following examples. 

winde:nu wa:lu bu:ye:n 

where you-subj pull-past 
"■Where have you come from — it must be a long way?" 

gunde : dima :1a wa : lu 

how do-pres you-subj 
"How do you do it?" 

Only one example can be cited of an interrogative clause requiring a "yes" or 
"no" answer. Because the informant did not freely use the language, the distinguishing 
intonational features are imknown. An appropriate answer to this question would be 
yawu "yes" ox yugamhe: "no", 
mamali wa :lu 

that you-subj 
"Are you there?" 

Double words 

Yugumbir has a number of items which are grammatically single words, but 
phonologically two words. Examples fall into three classes, two involving noun re- 
duplication and one involving verb reduplication. All examples are of two syllable 
stems which are repeated, and in all but one example the second syllable of the second 
phonological word is lengthened. In many instances only the doublet occurs in the 
data, but a few examples of the single form and doublet indicate that in these cases 
(with the nouns if not the verbs) the doublet may express a diminutive or lesser 
degree. 

In all noun reduplications falling into the first class, the reduplicated form 
remains a noun. 

gaban gaba:n "open forest, light scrub cover" 
gaban "rain forest, thick scrub" 

dibirdibe;r "plover" 

(or diber dibe:r) 
The one example of a redupHcation without addition of length to the last syllable 
was of a noun, and the reduplication was translated with an adjectival sense (though 
as the form was in isolation this could not be checked structurally). This example is 
tentatively classed separately. 

muU muli "hilly" 
muli "hill" 

The third class was of reduplicated verbs. A form of the stem appeared to be 
repeated, with verbal suffixes only being added to the second stem. 

milge milge:la/milge:n 
glad glad-pres/glad-past 
"She is/was glad." 

yanga yanga:la rjaw nja:hla: mibinjdjin 

go go-pres I-subj see-cont-pres man-comp(?) 
"I'm going to see the man." 

As weU as what are regarded here as reduplications of verbs, a few other cases of 
repeated verbs were recorded. They all involved 3'flMge :« "went"; these cases, where 
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both stems were affixed and the meaning was intensification rather than diminution, 
were regarded as repeated clauses. 

yange:n yange:n gawula: 

go-past go-past far 

"I went a long way." 

Sentences 

Sentences are made up of strings of independent clauses. There are no conjunc- 
tions in the data, and the maximum number of clauses in any one sentence is three. 

Eqnl + tr yalgan i]u:n djar) guyba:la rjanji: 
sun hot bad cook-pres I-obj 

"The sun is very hot and is burning me." 
it -f- it wuna : gawuri ya :na wa :lu 

neg-imp run-imp sit-imp you-subj 
"Don't run away — sit down." 

gulgunmale:la mamali yugambe: giriinjarjbatla 

word-caus-cont-pres that neg tired-a«-prof-pres 

"That fellow talks and talks and never gets tired." 

it + tr yanga yanga:la rjaw njaililg.: mibinjdjin 

go go-pres I-subj see-cont-prcs man-comp(?) 

"I am going to see the man." 

tr + it galgale :n daqgan durjeni/durie mi 

cut-cont-past finger cry-past 

"She cut her finger and cried." 

tr -f tr qanji: giye:ni qumbinj buga: 

I-obj tell-past house build-imp 

"He told me to build the house." 

rjanji: giye:ni mibinjdju: rjumbinj buga :1a njulayu 

I-obj tell-past man-subj house build-pres he-subj 
"He made the house, that man told me." 

tr + it -1" it guru:man nja:ni djabuiqi ge:lgawure:n du:yinje:n 
kangaroo see-past boy-obj run-past fear-t-past 

"The kangaroo saw the boy and ran away frightened." 

it -|- it + it qayu yanga :1a wamgi:nj r)ubu qaw numbu:lela: 

I-subj go-pres come tomorrow I-subj retum-cont-pres 

"I am going and will come back tomorrow." 
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